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DEFINITION OF LOW BIRTH WEIGHT BABY:
Any infant with a birth weight of less than 2.5 kg with in 1 hr of
birth regardless of gestational age.
GRADING:
» Birth weight Grade 2500 — 2000 gm
» Low birth weight 1000 — 2000 gm
» Very low birth weight < 1000 gm
» Extremely low birth weight.
INCIDENCE:
v More than 20 million infants worldwide, representing 15.5 %
of all births are born with low birth weight.
v As per WHO criteria, incidence of LBW in India is 33% each
year.
v’ Prematurity is the worlds single biggest cause of new born
deaths and 2nd leading cause of all child deaths after
pneumonia.

CAUSES OF LOW BIRTH WEIGHT BABY:
Low birth weight includes 2 groups
» Preterm babies (<37 wks)
» IUGR
e Innearly 50% of cases of LBW the cause is not known.

e Inremaining 50% the causes are grouped into,

a) Medical causes
b) Socialcauses
MEDICAL CAUSES:
v" MATERNAL CAUSES
% all high risk mothers except Diabetics
v PLACENTAL CAUSES
¢ Placenta previa
¢+ Abruptio placenta
¢ Congenital defects of placenta
v FETAL CAUSES
% Multiple gestation
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